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[See POLICY ALERT No. 232]
7610 VANDALISM

The Board of Education believes all school district property should be respected
and all persons who use or have access to school district property should respect
such property and take pride in the institutions of this community and the schools
of this district.

Any person who purposely or knowingly damages school district property or
damages school district property recklessly or negligently in the employment of
fire, explosives, or another dangerous means listed in accordance with N.J.S.A.
2C:17-2 or purposely or recklessly tampers with the tangible property of the school
district so as to endanger school district property shall be reported to the
appropriate law enforcement agency. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:37-3, the parent(s)
of any minor who shall injure any public or nonpublic school property shall be
liable for damages for the amount of injury to be collected by the Board or the
owner of the premises in any Court of competent jurisdiction, together with costs
of suit.

A person convicted of an offense of criminal mischief that involves an act of graffiti
may, in addition to any other penalty imposed by the Court, be required to pay the
school district monetary restitution in the amount of the pecuniary damage caused
by the act of graffiti and to perform community service, which may include
removing the graffiti from the property, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 2C:17-3.c. If
community service is ordered by the Court, it shall be for either not less than
twenty days or not less than the number of days necessary to remove the graffiti
from the property.

A person who purposely defaces or damages district property with any symbol that
exposes persons to violence, contempt, or hatred on the basis of any of the
protected categories listed at N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.1(a) may have committed a crime and
shall be reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency in accordance with
Policy and Regulation 8465, N.J.A.C. 6A:16-6.3, and the Memorandum of
Agreement with Local Law Enforcement.
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The Board may also report to the appropriate law enforcement agencies any
person whose vandalism of school property is serious or chronic.

N.J.S.A. 2C:33-10
N.J.S.A. 18A:34-2; 18A:37-3

N.J.A.C. 6A:7-1.1; 6A:7-1.3; 6A:16-6.3
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